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Please score the article from 1 to 4 (1 is low, 4 is high)

Contribution to the Field:    (To what extent does the article add something to our understanding of the subject?)   1
  2  3
4


Comments: 
2.5

The article makes me more aware of the learning needs of women in an online learning environment.  
Appropriateness to Audience:    (To what extent does the article address the audience of teachers who teach English during the first two years of college?)
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Comments: 

4

The article is written directly to Two-year English teachers.  They are addressed directly.
Quality of Presentation:  (To what extent does the presentation of the article contribute to its success?)    1
2
3
4



Comments:
3

Some sections are difficult to follow.  More transitions needed.

See comments below.
Quality and Currency of Scholarship: (To what extent is the article informed by current and relevant scholarship?)   1
  2
3
4


Comments:
3
Many references are made to current research.
Quality of Classroom Application: (To what extent is the article grounded in reflective teaching practice?)
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Comments:   

3 

More suggestions for how to apply the information presented in an online environment  would be helpful for readers.

PUBLICATION DECISION

___Accept (with minor revisions if indicated above)
_X__Revise and resubmit (suggestions indicated above and/or in the letter to the author)
___Do not accept - reasons indicated above.

Reviewer's Name:    Louise Bown
Email: 
 
Please address the author directly on the attached sheet. You might wish to put your comments in the form of a friendly letter, indicating strengths of the submission and suggesting constructive and concrete revisions.

PLEASE BE SURE TO RETURN ALL FORMS BY THE REQUESTED DATE. THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND YOUR PROFESSIONALISM.

REVIEWER COMMENTS TO AUTHOR


(Please address the author directly. Note: Regardless of your decision—accept, revise, reject—authors want to hear from their reviewers, so please write a response.)
Dear Writer,

I am giving you what I tell my students is a “walking tour through your document.”  In other words, I am responding as I go, the way readers of the journal will read.

First of all, I like your introduction—“ I used to have a real office. I used to have long chats with students in that small office. On occasion, I used to have students cry with me in my office.”  I relate to that, as I am also an online writing instructor.  And you have my attention.  I am intrigued.  In fact your entire introductory paragraph is setting the stage for what I am thinking will be a very helpful, insightful article.  You mention that “Some women are hesitant…”  Maybe women are more hesitant than men or maybe they typically share their feelings more readily than men, but I’m wondering why you are writing just about women and not men also.  I’m just curious at this point.
In your next paragraph you discuss how women are caregivers, moms, and students at the same time, that women outnumber men in online courses three to one—perhaps this is why you are focusing on women.  I should mention that I am a woman myself, and teach a Gender Studies class.  I am always looking for and appreciate articles about women’s issues.  But I’m still looking for a reason you are focusing on women.  And it’s fine to do so.  I just need some sort of explanation for why you are focusing on women.

This part of a sentence seems to be missing a word—or something—“ or if

online courses spaces where writing is synonymous with the deep reflection needed to

explore the problems faced by women in today’s culture?”  Are you trying to say “online courses spaces where writing is synonymous…”
In the paragraph that begins with “Both Bruner and Mezirow claim,” you say, “When students articulate their ideas in writing, they gain perspective and begin exploring deeper issues that may challenge false stereotypes of students, particularly female college students.  Are you saying that women explore deeper issues more than men?  That’s how I’m reading this.  

I feel a need for some sort of transition into your next paragraph with the heading “Purpose: Writing From the Inside Out.”  There is a sudden shift here and I’m not sure why you are discussing students’ purpose in writing at this point.
Again I feel a need for a transition when you begin discussing “Lave and Wenger.”  Until that point you have been focusing on narration.  Then you go on to discuss social construction and hegemony.  Perhaps you could move the Lave and Wenger statement to later in that paragraph when you mention Lauer as they both are focusing on the thought process.

In the paragraph with this sentence “students generally write to faceless teachers and peers,” you were discussing in person classes and now you have shifted to online courses without indicating that is what you are doing.

In your paragraph that begins with “Forming a trusting relationship…” you are discussing the importance of relationships in an online class.  And then you shift to “For example, teachers can provide marginal readings, poetry, visual media, and popular images in a way that challenges prevailing myths about women.”  I’m not sure what readings, poetry, etc can do to help students create relationships.  Can you clarify.  And then you also state that student “must be taught to think Critically.”  Again, what’ the connection to relationships?  Then you shift back to relationships with your comment  by Nel Noddings.

In the section entitled “Strategy: The Music Ends” you state “These sample essays.”  However, you haven’t referred to any sample essays.

The rest of the article reads smoothly.  I can follow your ideas.  I like your conclusion “My new office is very quiet…”  It obviously ties in with your introduction.  You mention “supportive course design features.”  I’m wondering what those might be.  You haven’t explored course design.  
I am left with a stronger awareness of how online courses may serve to inhibit some students, perhaps more likely women students, from sharing their ideas more fully in an online environment where they don’t know the students who are reading their drafts.  I don’t see a conclusive solution to the issue.  Perhaps there isn’t one.  However, you do provide some ideas to think about—“Online journals, reflections, and personal reflections…”  “provide[ing] them [students] with early, consistent, and frequent feedback.”  Those are all things good instructors do in a face-to-face class.  Perhaps the answer to how to encourage students to write about their lived experiences is to provide them with the best support and instruction that they would need in any learning environment.  You have definitely left me with some things to think about.
