Reaching Across Borders

The Arts in Ghana with Service Learning, Ohio State University Agricultural Technical Institute—Award

This is a multicultural, international program, reaching from Ohio to Ghana with the objective of introducing two-year college students to the culture of the people of Ho, Ghana.  The program is also transdisciplinary with Humanities, English, Social Sciences and Business. The concept is so global.  Building a successful program in Africa is a challenge in itself, and the goals serving both the American students and Ghana students are both educational, humanitarian, and life-changing. This is service learning at its best. This program honors technical students—which is an important aspect of this kind of service learning.

Washington Online Writing Lab (WOWL), Centralia College—Honorable Mention

The WOWL provides writing support services to students at four community colleges. This project is also outstanding. The need for supportive approaches to helping online students is so important. This shows the way two-year faculty and colleges problem-solve and devise programs that encourage success for learners who can't be on campus.


Enhancing Developmental Ed

Gateway to Success, Santa Barbara City College—Award

The Gateway project is a faculty driven initiative developed to help students achieve success in their first years of college. This is an innovative project that provides in-class tutorial support for students along with a tutorial center.  On-going assessment each semester is conducted by the educational researcher on campus.

The W.R.I.T.E. Brush-up Course Program, Nassau Community College—Honorable Mention

The W.R.I.T.E. course is an innovative approach to help borderline students with fair writing backgrounds refine their composition skills in order to pass the Nassau CC Placement essay.  The purpose of the Course is to eliminate first-day retesting in the developmental writing program.  The success rate has been over 80%.  Nassau is also coordinating with local high school districts to offer the course in the evenings to high school students.

Fostering Student Success

YVCC English Department Mid-Program Assessment, Yakima Valley Community College—Award

This is an assessment program begun in 2003 involving all full-time instructors at Yakima Valley in the creation of related and progressive outcomes for sequential composition courses and rubrics to assess those outcomes.  The department has incorporated a process of annual paper readings to assess the program. and it has retained the collaboration of an outside consultant and statistician to analyze results of that effort. They gained faculty buy-in, refined the program at more and more levels and continue to refine it, and worked collaboratively to find consensus. 


Increasing Agency and Collaboration through the Merging of SoTL (Scholarship of Teaching and Learning) and Assessment, University of Wisconsin Colleges-- Honorable Mention

Two English Department Assessment Coordinators merged departmental assessment with a SoTL (Scholarship of Teaching and Learning) project.  The initial goal was to increase departmental agency for assessment.  They chose peer review for their first assessment.  The data shows that almost all students are revising their essays on some level after a peer review session.  The vast majority report making changes to their writing as a direct result of their peers’ comments.  Another major conclusion they reaches is that learning to be a peer reader is almost equally important to students as they suggestions they receive form their peers.  This project is based on theory and involves problem solving, reflection, collaboration, and positive outcomes for teaching and learning.


Enhancing Literature and Cultural Arts
Outstanding Program Award – Borough of Manhattan Community College, New York, NY

Writing and Literature Program

The Writing and Literature Program at the Borough of Manhattan Community College began in 2000 with the goal of preparing nontraditional students for success as English majors in baccalaureate programs and for successful careers as writers, journalists, teachers, English professors, and other professionals whose work requires high level writing, reading, and critical thinking proficiency. The Program now enrolls 320 students.
Program Coordinator: Diane Simmons
Honorable Mention – Lansing Community College, MI

Women’s Literature Read-In

The “Women’s Literature Read-In” was established by the English Program to celebrate Women’s History Month. It is a cross-campus and community effort that features members of the college community, both students and employees, and members of the public. The program’s goal is to cultivate an appreciation of the richness of women’s literature from all cultures and eras.

Program Coordinator: Teresa M. Purvis

