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There are only ten minutes in the life of a pear when it is perfect to eat. 

                                                                           —Ralph Waldo Emerson


In this course we will study a variety of visual and verbal texts, all of which have one thing in common: they focus on food. Beyond provides sustenance, food defines who we are. It connects us with other people, with culture, and with our environment. In our world today, food presents us with issues of distribution and fairness, production, sustainability, health, and ethics. Food also provides us with rich opportunities for reading, thinking, analyzing, and composing. We will explore the topic of food in a variety of texts including essays, memoirs, menus, ads, reports, poems, short videos, recipes, and documentaries. As we move through the course, you will write about your food experiences, analyze texts, conduct research, make arguments, and support your arguments with evidence. Using a multi-draft writing process, you will learn principles of rhetoric to help you communicate more clearly, persuasively, and, given our topic, perhaps even deliciously! Hungry yet?

Required:

· Bauknight, Lee, and Brooke Rollins. Food. 1st ed. Fountainhead, 2010.

· Ede, Lisa S. The Academic Writer: A Brief Guide. 2nd ed. New York City, NY: Bedford/St. Martins, 2011.
· Notebook (bring to class daily)

· Flash drive

· An appetite for learning!
Course Outcomes:

By the end of English 1010 students should be able to recognize and use effectively…

· Rhetorical strategies—adapting to differences in purpose, audience, and genre

· Critical thinking processes—summary, analysis, synthesis, and argumentation

· Composing processes—invention, drafting, revision, peer feedback, and self-assessment

· Conventions of writing—incorporating and citing other texts in their own writing

Major Assignments & Activities: 
	Unit 1: Examine
	Points Possible
	Date Due

	   Notebook Assignments
	100 pts
	9.28.12

	   Recipe Memoir
	200 pts
	

	Unit 2: Analyze
	
	

	   Notebook Assignments
	100 pts
	10.31.12

	   Rhetorical Analysis of a Menu
	200 pts
	

	Unit 3: Assert
	
	

	   Notebook Assignments
	100 pts
	12.5.12

	   Group Research Paper & Presentation
	200 pts 
	

	Class Participation

Participation: attendance, in-class participation, group work, etc.
	100 pts
	

	
	1,000 pts possible
	


Participation: 

To be successful in the course, you will need to participate actively in group work, class discussions and activities, and peer response. Failure to do so will result in a lower grade.

Absences & Late Assignments:  

The English Department believes that attendance and active participation in class contribute to success. Having unexcused absences for more than 10 percent of class sessions will result in a reduction of one full letter grade. To earn at least a C in this course, you must complete all major writing assignments. If there are extenuating circumstances that keep you from turning in an assignment on time, please discuss it with me before the assignment is due. 
Evaluation Criteria:

· Persuasiveness: Do you make a strong, clear point and support it with evidence?

· Focus: Did you follow the directions for the assignment?

· Clarity: Does it make sense? Is your message clear or confusing? Is your writing free of sentence-level errors?

· Revision: If you received peer or teacher reviews, did you pay close attention to the comments and make significant, constructive changes?

· Organization & Completeness: Are all the required elements included and clearly organized?

· Timeliness: Did you turn it in on time?
General Education e-Portfolio:
Each student taking General Education courses at SLCC creates a General Education electronic portfolio. Instructors in every Gen Ed course will ask you to put at least one assignment from the course into your ePortfolio and accompany it with reflective writing. In addition, your ePortfolio will allow you to include your educational goals, describe your extracurricular activities, and post your resume. When you finish your time at SLCC, your ePortfolio will then be a multimedia showcase of your educational experience. For detailed information, go to: www.slcc.edu/gened/eportfolio.  There is an e-portfolio open lab in the basement of the Library, Lib 047.  It is open Mon-Thurs 8 am-4:30 pm, Thurs night from 5-8 pm and Fri, 9 am-1 pm. 
Plagiarism:

Students commit plagiarism when they submit another author’s work as their own. Plagiarism also includes the failure to attribute unique phrases, passages, or ideas to their original source. Plagiarism is a violation of the student code of conduct. Students who commit plagiarism will receive either an automatic “E” for that assignment or an “E” for the course, depending upon the severity of the plagiarism.
Accommodation for Disabilities:

If you need accommodation, please talk with me and/or someone at the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at the beginning of the semester or as soon as you are aware that accommodation is necessary. Visit the DRC in CC230. Or call them at 801-957-4659 (voice) or 801-957-4646 (TTY).
Student Writing Center:

SLCC’s Student Writing Center gives you the opportunity to discuss your work with a peer tutor or faculty writing advisor. Advisors are available to help you with any writing assignment for any class you take. When you go to the Student Writing Center, be prepared with questions for your advisor. To make an appointment, stop by the Student Writing Center in AD 218 on the Redwood campus. Or call 801-957-4893. Online advising is also available—for more information, go to www.slcc.edu/swc.
Class Resources:  
All class resources are available in Canvas.  For updates, tips and advice, and other resources to help you succeed in this class, check announcements in Canvas often, especially as you prepare for class. 

Questions & Answers:

· Do we follow a class schedule?

Yes, generally, but in order to meet student needs and respond to the class flow, I may change some dates and assignments slightly as we go along. If you miss a class, make sure to check the class blog or contact another student to find out what you missed so you can be prepared for the next class.
· What did I miss?

Please do not casually email me this question. It is your responsibility to track assignments by checking the class blog or contacting other students when you miss a class. I will post all homework assignments in the Canvas announcements. If you have a specific question for me, that’s no problem. Email me in Canvas. 
· How can I reach you outside of class?

The best way to reach me is to email me in Canvas.  I will respond to you as soon as possible. Or my office hour for this class is right after in TB 316 E.  Just let me know you want to meet with me.  I am also in the Student Writing Center in AD 218 on Mon from noon-1 pm.
· Do you accept late work?

I do not generally accept late work—but I do not consider an assignment late until the day after it is due. That means that once in a great while, if you get in a bind, you can post it a day late.  If you always post your assignments late, I will begin to deduct points.  Life happens—I understand that.

· What should I do if I’m confused or having problems? 

Do come and talk to me. We’ll figure it out. Visit me in my office during my office hour, TB 316 E. Or send me an email in Canvas.  Please do not email me through any other email system.  I check for student email in Canvas every day, several times a day.
Unit 1: Examine

	
	Notebook Assignments
	Readings

	1. 
	Track it back
Berry describes patrons of the food industry as “passive, uncritical, and dependent” for their lack of active questioning and involvement in food production. Do YOU know where your food comes from? Select one of your favorite foods and trace the steps it took to get to your table. Where and how was the item grown? Where and how was it processed? How far was it transported? Write a description of your chosen food item’s journey to your plate. 2 pages.
	Berry, “The Pleasures of Eating,” pp. 21-27; Catacalos & Janzen, “Suburban Foraging: Two Families Eat only Local,” pp. 117-123.



	2. 
	My most memorable meal

Are you a quantity eater, like Sedaris, or a quality eater? Describe your most memorable meal. What made it memorable? How was it different from your everyday eating experiences in ingredients, setting, fellow diners, or portion size? Give us plenty of sensory details. 1-2 pages.
	Sedaris, “Tasteless,” pp. 29-32.


	3. 
	Who am I as a writer?

Analyze your writing process by answering questions 1-12 on p. 21. Then do the “For Exploration” assignment on p. 21. To describe who you are as a writer today, you can write a letter to me, make a collage (see example, p. 22), draw a picture, or produce a computer design. Just make sure to give us a good description of you as a writer.
	Ede, Ch. 2 Academic Writing: Committing to the Process, pp. 20-31. 



	Major Project 1: Recipe Memoir
Begin by finding a favorite family recipe (call home, look in your family recipe box, or remember a meal that you or a family member prepared regularly and write it in recipe form with the help of some online research). Once you’ve found your recipe, place it at the beginning of a new document and think of it as a starting place—the first few lines of a vivid memoir you will write of your experiences with this food. What does the recipe mean to you? What memories does it bring up for you? Use this recipe to tell your audience something about you (just as Rollins did with her recipe for Steamed Maryland Blue Crabs). 3-4 pages.



	Unit 2: Analyze

	
	Notebook Assignments
	Readings

	1. 
	Analyzing food ads

Find a food ad in a magazine or on the internet. Analyze the ad by answering these questions:
· What’s the message of the ad?

· Who’s the author?

· Describe the intended audience.

· How does the ad use ethos, pathos, and logos to send its message to the audience?
	Ede, Ch. 3 Analyzing Rhetorical Situations, pp. 38-42 and pp. 51-55. 



	2. 
	Hungry Planet: Analyzing what I eat 

What does your weekly consumption of food look like? Make a list of what you have eaten in the past week. How much coffee or soda have you consumed? Fresh fruits and vegetables? Junk food? What would your Hungry Planet photo look like? Using your list of foods, visually represent what you ate this week (sketch, take a photo, make a collage, or create a design on the computer.) Create a key that identifies the food items you consumed and calculates your food cost for the week.
	Time Photoessays. 

Ede, Ch. 11 Strategies for Designing Pages and Screens, pp. 302-319.



	3. 
	Analyzing Bourdain’s ethos

In “Food is Good” and on his television show “No Reservations,” Bourdain constructs a distinct persona. How would you characterize his ethos? Think about his tone, style, and word choice. How does he build this persona? Give specific examples to support your analysis. 2 pages.
	Bourdain, “Food is Good,” pp. 63-70.

“Questions for Critical Reading,” pp. 92-93 Ede. 



	Major Project 2: Rhetorical Analysis of a Menu
Choose the menu of a favorite restaurant. What message is sent by the menu’s words, images, and design? How do the elements work together to communicate the restaurant’s food philosophy? Write a 3-5 page rhetorical analysis of the menu you selected, answering the following questions:

· How would you describe the menu as a visual document? Look at the images, arrangement, font selection, and use of space. What is being emphasized?

· How does the menu try to connect with its customers? Think about the level of formality and word choice, as well as pop culture allusions and appeals to customers’ emotions or intellect.

· Based on this menu, what kind of dining experience do you expect when you go to this restaurant?

· What is the restaurant’s ethos? How does the menu communicate this?

· What is the restaurant’s food philosophy, as shown in the items it sells, and how those items are named and described?


	Unit 3: Assert

	
	Notebook Assignments
	Readings

	1. 
	How do I define enough?
Both Powell and Sedaris end their food memoirs with the concept of “enough.” To what ends does each author use the word “enough”? How does each author define the word? Why do you think “enough” concludes both of these personal food memoirs? How would YOU define “enough”? In 2 pages, write your own definition of the word “enough.” Use good, strong evidence to make your definition persuasive!
	Powell, “Day 1, Recipe 1,” pp. 45-61. Sedaris, “Tasteless,” pp. 29-32.

Use these charts to help you write your definition:

· “Guidelines for Developing an Arguable Claim,” p. 124 Ede.

· “Questions for Evaluating Evidence,” p. 129 Ede.



	2. 
	What is organic?
Instead of “organic,” Coleman created a new label: “Authentic food—Beyond Organic.” When you see food labeled as organic, how do you assume it was produced? Research the USDA’s definition of “organic.” Does it differ from your assumptions? If so, how? Explain how it is different from Coleman’s definition. Include a Works Cited list of your sources in MLA format. 2-3 pages.
	Coleman, “Beyond Organic,” pp. 113-116. 

Understanding and Evaluating Sources, pp. 186-193 Ede.



	3. 
	Collecting my research

As you do research for your group paper, you’ll want to keep track of your research. Create an Annotated Bibliography—a list of at least 5 sources, with each source summarized and evaluated.

· Cite each source in MLA format. 

· Write an annotation for each source, in which you summarize the main points and discuss how the source might help you write the position paper on your food philosophy.

· Make sure you’ve followed the formatting guidelines for an Annotated Bibliography. 
	Annotated Bibliography Formatting:

http://myweb.wssu.edu/wallr/indentspace.htm
Sample Annotated Bibliography:

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/614/03/


	Major Project 3: Group Research Paper + Presentation
Should we eat organic food? Local food? Exotic food? Should we be vegans, vegetarians, omnivores? Should we fast once a week? Eat meat only once a week? What is your philosophy of food? As a group, develop your answer to this question through research and discussion. Write an 8-10 page position paper in which you take a stand on “the way to eat” and support your position with reasoning and evidence. 

As a group, present your position paper to the class. What is your thesis and how have you supported it with reasoning and evidence? Bring something for the class to eat that communicates your message deliciously as we watch and listen to your presentation. Persuade us with your words, your presentation skills, and your food! Length: 15 minutes.




